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PROLOGUE 
If a man does not keep pace with his companions, 
perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. 
Let him step to the music which he hears, however 
measured or far away. 
H. D. Thoreau 
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INTRODUCTION 
The eager spread of Western society with its in­
satiable desire for new lands and raw materials has 
brought with it an exposure to c ultures often diametri­
c ally opposed to western c onc epts and attitudes. As 
c ontac t with alien c ultures was made, resistanc e to 
plans for "progress" was often experienc ed and the 
"primitive" peoples were judged to be irrational savages. 
Such an exposure was experienced by the pioneers who. 
helped in settling and 11 c ivilizingn that part of the 
North Americ an Continent which is known as the United 
States of Americ a. The westward advanc e of our fore­
fathers .is written ac ross the pages of history in the 
blood of the Americ an Indians. During this period of 
early settlement, social scienc es were not develoned and 
ignoranc e took prec edenc e over human understanding. This 
situation led one perceptive thinker to remark: "When 
our anc estors landed on this continent they first fell 
upon their knees -- and then upon the aborigines."1 
Needless to say, the Indian people were finally c onquered, 
put upon reservations, and for twenty years remained under 
the domination of the military._ During this period little 
if anything was done toward underst·anding the people whose 
lanonymous 
2 
way of life had been destroyed. 
Late r, the people of the Unite d states (whether 
from the pangs of a guilty conscienc e  or from a genuine 
inte re st in.humanity, I do not know) t ried to alleviate 
the sit uation. The Oglala Eand of the Teton Lakot a 
Indians who reside on th� Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
were among the first to "be nefit " from suc h attemots to 
-alleviate t he "Indian Problem". 
Since the turn of the century, the U. s. Gove rn­
me nt has fostered two basic policies (pluralism and 
assimilation) and numero1.rn prop:re.ms in an effort to 
bette r the social and economic position of the Indians. 
The results of these programs have shown only slirht 
improvement s in t he ge neral position of the Indian people. 
The failure to conside r cultural differenc es and t o  unde r­
stand a way of life base d upon diff'erent assumptions than 
those of western society has pre vented the establishment 
of any great degree of rapport betwee n  these t wo cultures. 
The te nde nc y  of the be nefactors to judge the Indian people 
in te rms of the accepted  values of the western world has, 
no doubt, se rved to  se ve re ly limit the e xpected results 
· of such programs. In short, these programs provided the 
"answe r" to the "Indian problem•� but ove rlooked the pre­
requisite of defining the proble m objectively. As a 
result of this initial oversight., huge amounts of money 
and time have been expended on programs which, in the 
final analysis, have produced even greater problems. 
In spite of these misfortunes, however, some progress 
has been made and the future of the Indian people seems 
to be a little more hopeful. Slowly we are beginning 
to understand the Indian people and to desisn our pro­
grams in terms of objectives which are within the under­
standing of these people. It is toward the goal in in­
creasing our understanding of the Indian people of the 
Pine Ridge Reservation that this thesis is undertaken. 
Justification ro·r the Study 
Much of the information concerning the theory 
and relationships between level of 11 ving indices and 
related variables is of a tentative nature. Hany of the 
studies which have been made concerning the level of 
living index have helped in increasing our knowledge 
of this index, and much more research must be completed 
before our knowledge of the implications of this analy­
tical construct is substantial enough to facilitate ac­
curate predictions and provide a reliable referent for 
action programs. 
3 
One of the primary obstacles confronting the soci­
ologist today pertains to the applicability of the level of 
4 
living inde x to cultures whose value systems are, to 
s ome de gree, orie nted toward non-material goals. Thus , 
this res e arch provide s an oppor�unity to te st the value 
of the level of living inde x in a dirferent cultural 
conte xt. 
To paraphras e Danley and Ramse y, 2 the refinement 
or the me as ures of le vel of living is important in terms 
of theory, pre dictability and social welfare proc-rams. 
In the realm o� the ory, level of living is an important 
dimension of the the ory of s ocial s tratification. This 
is e specially true in a materialis tic society. In terms 
of s cientific prediction, fe w sociological concepts have 
as much predictive value as leve l of living s cales. 
Finally, the current emphasis of most  we lfare work is 
upon raising the level of living or families. 
The specific need for a s tandardized scale which 
will cut across cultural barriers and enable social 
scientists to understand more fully the relationshi9 be ­
twe en level of living and re lated variable s is found in 
the need for re plication and verification of e xisting 
cate gories. 
2Robert A. Danle y, Charles E. Ramsey, Standardi­
zation and Application of a Leve l-or-Livin� Scale for 
Farm and Nonfarm Families, p. 3, Corne ll University, 
Agricultural Experime nt Station, Ithica, New York, 
Memoir 362, June 1959. 
5 
The s cale s of the past, suc h as the Sewell Scale3 
(1940), have inc luded many partic ipation items. The 
Belc her-Sharp (1952)4 revision _of the Sewe l l  scale 
indicate d the participation was an indicator of othe� 
social phenomena but not a dimension of level of .l iving. 
In addition, previous scales have not allowed c omparison 
of farmers with other occupational populations. To 
illustrate ,  both the Se we 115 and Be l c her-Sharp6 sc al e s  
applied to, and were standardized on, farm families in 
Oklahoma; while the Chapin (1933)7 and the Guttman (1942)8 
sc ales applied to Urban Minnes ota families. Graham (1957) 9 
developed a sc ale which was applic able to populations on 
3w. H. Sewell, The Construc tion and Standardiza­
tion of a Scale for the Measurements of the Socio­
economic Status of Oklahoma Farm Families, Oklahoma A&M 
College, Agricultural Experiment Station, Technical 
Bulletin T-46. 
4J. C. Belcher and E. F. Sharp, A Short Scale f'or 
Measuring Farm Family Level of Living: a Modification of 
Sewell•s Socio-economic Scale. Oklahoma A&M College , 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Technical Bulle tin T-46. 
5se well, op. c it. 
6Belc her-Sharp, op. c it. 
7F. S. Chapin, The Measurement of' Soc ial Status, 
University of Minnes ota Press, Minneapolis: Minnesota. 
8L. Guttman, "A Revision- of Chanin' s Social Status 
Sc ale," American Sociologic al Re view, 7: 362-369. 
9s. Graham, "Soc io-economic Status, Illne ss and the 
Use or Me dical Services," Millbank Memorial Fund Quarterly, 
35': 58-66. 
what relations2ips, if any, exist between the 
level oE livinG of the Indian people on the 
Pine Rid3e Indian Reservation and the fol­
lowins selected variables: 
direct contact with non- Indians and Indians, 
indirect contact with non-Indians, 
tendency toward fatalism, 
attitudes toward livinp; on the reservation, 
preferential li vinr; conditions, 
related structural variables. 
These variables were selected primarily to test 
the applldability of the level of living index to a non­
material culture as an indirect means of discoverine the 
degree of acculturation of the Indian respondents. It was 
also intended to contribute to the development of a theo­
retical framework within which the level of livinG index 
could provide a new perspective toward the study of 
inter-cultural relations. 
Review of Literature About the 
Teton Lakota Indians 
7 
The study of the Teton Lakota Indi�ns presents a 
problem in selection. Novels and literary works concernins 
these people are abundant. Therefore, a complete review 
of literature could possibly comprise another thesis in 
itself. Scientific literature concerning these people 
l ies mostly in the field of anthropolo5y. The anthropo-
logical studies deal with such phenomena as rituals, 
behavior symbolism and other cultural facets which pro­
vide only a 3eneral understandin5 of the Teton Lakota 
culture. To 5ive some indication of the voluminous works 
in this field, Malan12 has compiled a 25-page annotated 
bibliography of works dealin3 with the Teton Lakota 
Indians . This bibliography mentions 65 books, 30 journal 
articles, and 45 miscellaneous publications. 
Since this study is focused upon the factors in­
volved in the acculturation process, a review of litera­
ture pertainin5 to this phenomena was undertaken. Since 
the Indian people have been class ified in this s tudy as an 
ethnic group, a perusal of literature in this field 
was also undertaken. Therefore, the literature reviewed 
for this study may be divided into two sections: those 
works dealing with more general observations on the accul­
turation processes and those wcirks dealing with ethnic 
groups, and general works for background material. 
Gordon Macgregor in his study of the Indians on 
the Pine Ridge Rese rvation has noted that "The Tiyosuaye 
is the only s ocial unit particularly characteristic of 
the former Teton-Dakota social structure which has re­
mained important in the reservation society. ul3 1-Iacgregor 
12vernon D. 1�lan, An Annotated Bibliography of 
Culture Chan3e :f'or the Teton Dakota IndiG.ns ,  South Dakota 
State College, Agricultural Experiment Station, Department 
of Sociology, Brookings, S. D. Mimeo pamphlet #120, Ju. 1959. 
13Gordon Macgregor, Warriors �"li thout 't'le�pons, p. 53, 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago: Illinois. 
8 
• 
9 
later notes the following: "Nowadays the old Tiyospaye 
no longer exist as organized units, but they are the bases 
for most of the rural communities. " 14 The implicat ions 
of this observation can be seen in the present areas of 
stress on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Since the :full­
blooded Indians· (a sociological term used to denote a 
person of extreme Indian orientation) tend to endeavor 
to perpetuate identity with Indian ways, situations of 
Indian-non-Indian conflict often arise. One example of 
this was related to the author by Mr. L. R. Towle, Super­
intendent of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, in regard 
to the closing of a school in one of the reservation 
towns. The Indian people whose children attended the 
school were reported to have objected vehemently to such 
a maneuver, voicing their discontent in the following 
manner: "This is the Tiyospaye school. We do not want 
our Indian children to be exposed to forces which will 
break them apart.•� 
Mirs�y15 lists as one of the virtues of the Dakota, 
14Ibid, p. 66. 
15Jeanette Mirsky, "The Dakota, " Cooperation and 
Competition Among Primitive Peoples, Margaret Mead, ed., 
p·. 426, McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York, 193?. 
10 
generosity and its· complement hosp itality. Walkerl 6  also 
lists generosity as one or t he gre a t  value s of the Lakota. 
Personal observation of the writer has indicated that the 
value of generosity is sti ll strong in many of the Indian 
people today .  
Mala n  has writt en much on the Lakota Indians 
regarding their ramily s tructure, 1 7  religious inst itu­
tions, 18 and the ir prob lems in ac culturat ion . 19 
Neihardt20 il lustrates the fatalisti c  attit ude of 
the traditional Indian peop le by the following quota t·ion: 
With te ars running, 0 Gre at Sp irit, G re at Sp irit, 
my Grandfather - - with running tears I must say 
now that the t r e e  has  never bloomed. A pitiful 
16J. R. Walker, " The Sun Dance and O the r  C�remonies 
of the Oglala Di vis ion of the Teton Dakota, " Anthroi;, ologi­
cal Papers of the American Muse um of Nat ural History, XVI, 
Part II, pp. 160-16 1.  
1 7ve rnon D. Malan, The Dakota Ind ian Family, Sou th 
Dakot a  S tate College ,  Agri cultural Experi men t S tat i o n, 
R ural S ociology Dep artment, B rooking s ,  S outh Dakota, 
Bulletin 4 70, May 1958. 
lBve rnon D. Malan a nd Clinton J.  Je s ser, The Dakota 
Indian Re ligion, South Dakota State C olleg e , Agricultural 
Exp erime nt Station, Rural Sociology Department, Brookings, 
S. D. , Bulletin 4?3 ,  February 1959. 
19ve rnon D. Malan, Acculturation of the Dakota Indians, 
South Dakota State C olle ge , Agric ultural Exp eriment S t at ion 
Department of S ociology, Mime o  pamphlet n'. 1 19, June 19 56. 
20John G. Neihardt, B lack E lk Sneaks , p. 2?9, 
William Morrow and C om,any :  New York, 1932 . 
·----· 
old man, you s ee me here, and I have rallen 
away and have done nothing. Here at the center 
of the world, where you took me when I was 
young and taught me: here, old,  I s tand, and 
the tree is withered, Grandfather, my Grand-
father! 
1 1  
The f actors li sted above, if operating with any 
degree of s t rength, may be instrumental in retardi�g t he 
acculturation p roces s. 
That accultura tion creates many problems in 
emotional ad j ustment is well illus trated by Caudil121 
Warner and Srole, 22 and H awley and Senter. 23 I t  was dis ­
cove red that change s in external cultural behavior among 
the Spanish Americans of New Mexico occurred withou t 
corresponding changes in emotional and value orienta­
tions. 24 These aut hors ' findings are �articularly 
s ignifica nt i n  attemn tin� to uncover attitudes and 
values of ethnic group s .  
21\Vill i am Caudill, " Ja"9ane se  America n Pers onality 
a nd Acculturat ion, " Genetic P sychology Mono graph, 45 :  
3-102, 1952. 
22w . Lloyd Warner, Leo Srole, The Social Sys tems 
of American Ettinlc  Group s, Yale University Pres s : New 
Haven, Connecticut, 1945. 
23Flore nce Hawley, Donovan Senter, " Group - d esigned 
B ehavior Patterns in Two Acculturat ing Group s , "  So uthwes tern 
Journal or A nthrop olo�y, 2 :  1�3-5 1 .  
24Ibid. 
12 
Clinton J. Jesser, 25 in an unpublished Masters 
thesi s round that 
The more values of the Dakot a system one pre­
serves, the more he is inc lined to marginal 
activities. S tated somewhat d ifferently, 
marginali ty can best be explained • • • •  by a 
conflict i n  Western and Dakot� values t han 
b y any other single compone nt. 
This quote is indicative of the irrroortance or the need 
for a b etter techni que which can be used in uncovering 
attitudes and values relate d to s uc cess or failure in  
western society. A level of livi ng index c ould prov ide 
suc h a techniqu e. 
Works of a general nature which provide a h is toric 
and cultural background on the Teton Lakota Indian s  are 
numerous.  Hyde2 6  has written a history of the Oglala, 
a tribe of the Teton Lakota. Sandoz2 7  presents a bio­
graphy of the famous Oglala War Chief, Cra zy Horse. 
Brown28 has written an art.icle on the rnytholof.:Y of the 
S ioux with special emphasis on the acquisition of the 
s acred p i pe. 
25c li nton J. Jesser, The Changing Traditional Value 
S ystem of t:be Dakota I ndians: A S tudy of the Confll ct inp; 
Value Systems of the Dakota Ind ia n  and Wes tern Civilization, 
p. ?3, Mas ters Thesis , South Dakota S tate C ollege, B rookings , 
s .  D. , June 1958. 
26George E.  Hyde, Red CloudJ s Folk , The Unive rsity 
of Oklahoma Press ,  Norman, Oklahoma, 1937 . 
2 7Mari Sandoz, Crazy Horse, A. A. Knopf,  New York, 1 42. 
28Joseph L.  Brown, The Sacred Pipe, Uni v. Pre ss, 
Norman, Oklahoma, 1953. 
� , . . 
• : t""; 
13 
Deloria2 9  gives an account of the way of lire of 
the Te ton Lakotas including an outline or the ir kinshi� 
behavior. Standing B e ar30 pre �e nts an autobiographical 
sketch of I ndian Life and history and Ve sta131 has writte n 
a biography or Sitting Bull. Hyde�2 has also writt e n  
a n  account of the e arly reservation life o f  tbe Te ton 
Lakotas which pre s e nt s t he .conflict s be tween the gove rn­
me nt age nts and the old war chiefs. 
29Ella Deloria, Speaking of Indians, Friendship 
Pre ss, New York, 1944. 
30Luther S tanding Be ar , M y  P eople , the Sioux , 
Houghton-Mifflin Company,  B os ton, Mass, 1928 . 
31stanley ves tal, Sitting Bull, C hamp ion of the 
Sioux. 
32George E. Hyde , A Sioux Chronical ,  University 
of O klahoma Pre ss, Norman, Oklahoma, 1956 .  
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
Introduction 
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The Indians on t he P ine Ridge Reservation have 
round it necessary to make ad justments to the dominant 
western socie ty whic h encircle s the m  out or she e r  .force 
0£ proximity. In many instances the re has been much 
difficulty on the p art o.f Indian p e ople in arriving at 
some sort of compromise which would e nable them to co­
exist and still n0t completely lose their identity. The 
Indians, howeve r, not only constitute a cultural group 
but also occupy a minority status which se rve s as a le ve r 
in demanding conformity to non-Indian ways. 
Louis Wirth33 describes a mi nority as 11 a group of 
people who, because of their physical or cultural charac­
te ristics, are singled out from the others in the society 
in which the y  llve for di.f:ferential and une qual tre atment •• " 
Thus the " Indian p roblem" in addition to be ing a minority 
p roblem is also a problem of cultural relat ivity which 
can be st be understood in terms of refe rence group the ory. 
Stated mo re succinctly, the groups of which individuals 
are members provide them with a f rame of rererence  within 
33L ouis Wirth, "The Prob lem  of Minority Groups, 11 
The Science of Man in the World C risis, p. 34 7, Linton, 
Ralph, e d. ,  Columbia Unive rsity P re ss, N ew York, 1945. 
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whi ch their ac tions are meaningful and . sati srying. How­
ever, al though one is a member of one group, it is also 
possible t o  t ake another group as a point o f  rererence. 
When this occurs, one' s attitudes, evaluations, and be­
havior may change radic ally. In terms of t he Indian 
situation, i t  quite oft en happens that although identi ty 
with the non- I ndian group is achieved b y  some individ uals 
the means of e ntering the non- Indi an group and achieving 
the goals as defined by that group, are frequently 
blocked by the individual' s lack of social and economic 
background, and numerous other fac tors. 
An ethni c group is a "group possess ing c ont inui ty 
through b iological descent whose members s hare a dis t inctive 
social and cul tural tradition. u -34 · In thi s sense the Teton 
Lakota are an et hnic group a nd a l evel of living index 
could provide information which would be useful in iso­
lating the negative and pos itive factors or acc ulturation. 
Level of Living 
The level of living index used as the depende nt 
variable in this study is the Sewell Soci al Stat us S c ale. 
34Talcott  P arsons, "Racial and Rel igious Difrerences 
as Factors in Group Tensions, u- in Approaches to Nati onal 
Unity, p. 186, Lyman Bryson, Louis• Finkels t ein and Robert 
M. Maciver, eds. ,  Conference on Science, P hilosophy and 
Religion, New York, 194 5. 
There is no signific ant relatio nship b e tween  
the level of li ving of a respondent and his 
exp ressed living pre fe rence s. 
There is no signific ant re lationship b e twe en  
the level of living of the re sp onde nt and the 
degree to whi ch he has int e rnalized  t he value 
of fatalism. 
l ? 
I t  is expec ted that these hypotheses will b e  re je cte d 
as stated in the null form; if this occurs it will b e  
assume d that a significant re litionship betwe en  the 
variables does e xis t, whereupon the alte rnate hypothe ses 
will be ac c e�ted. 
C ontact 
Soc i al inte ra ction " is the fundamental category 
to which the c ountless w ays of people ••• •  are red ucibl e. 1 1 36  
This basic soc iological c oncept prov ides the perspe ct ive 
from which all social phenomena may be considere d. P . A .  
Sorokin3 7  defines inte raction as " any event by which one 
party tangibly inf luenc e s  the overt act ions  or the state 
of mind of the other. 1 1  Attitudes, thu s, a re a p roduct 
of soci al interac tion and are ex�ressed in terms of 
social c ontact. 
36Logan Wilson and William L. Kolb, Soc iologic al 
A nalys is, p. 681, Harc ourt, B rac e and C o. ,  New Y ork, 1949. 
3 7Pitrim A.  Sorokin, Soc i ety, Culture and P ersonali ty, 
p. 40, Harpers and Bros. , N ew York, 194? .  
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The term intergroup relations is use d to describe 
interaction between t he members of' two or mo re groups. 
These relati onship s are more frequently def'ined by the 
term contact. Thus contact as used in this thesis will 
mean an interacti on situation between Indi ans and non­
Indians. Because of the imp ortance of cont act in . the 
developing of atti tudes, this concept is an imp ortant 
aspect of t he overall problem. I n  line with t he imp ortance 
of this concep t, co?tact will be dichotomized int o direct 
and indirect cont act. Direct contact as nominally defined 
in this thesi s shall refer to any f'ace-to-f' ace inter­
action b etween I ndian and non- Indian people. Indirect 
contact shall b e  nominally defined as any exposure to 
communication media of the non- Indian gro_up. These 
definitions assume that all forms of' contact are indirectly 
related to both cultural diffusion and �nowledge whether 
reliable or not. It should not b e  assumed, however, that 
from cont act there necessarily follows either friendliness 
or ant agoni sm; such thing s are defined primarily b y  the 
social context in which the cont act occurs. 
Attitudes 
One of t he independent variab les of the p resent 
study is the attitudes of the Indi an peop le t oward the 
reservation as a way of life. Bef'ore any consideratio� 
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is gi·ven to r-elat ionships between this variab le and other 
variable s, a def' inition of the conc ept of attitude is 
necessary. 
The definiti ons of attitude are many and varied 
but the greatest difference in ex isti ng definitions s eems 
to be a matter of semantics and degree . Newcomb38 define s  
an att it ude in this manner: "An i ndividu al' s at titude 
toward something is hi s predisposition to p erform, think ,  
and f eel in relation to it" . Attitude as a general term 
may be  use d in many contexts. In  this o articular s tudy, 
at titude shall be nominally defined as any expressed pre ­
disposition o n  the part o f  the resp ondent to think, feel, 
and act toward s omething in a particular manne r. 
Attitudes are ne ver e ntirely one ' s own, nor are they 
priva t e ly possesse d; rather, they are develope d  in a social 
cont ext and e.xn res sed in a soc ial c ontext.  They may com­
prise part of a community' s  norms and when this occurs 
they are develop ed through the process of so cialization. 
In a changing society, howeve r, the necessity for the 
inte gration and internali zati on of new attitude s  { often 
diamet rically opposed to the -existinE_s ones) is of'ten a 
source of' frustration f or the peop l e  involved. 
It mus t b e  stated here -that any attitudes which 
38Theodore M .  Newcomb ,  Social P sychology,  pp . 118- 119 
The Dryden Press ,  New York, 1 950. 
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are exp resse d are not necessarily a refle ct ion or o ne ' s 
true f e elings ,  thus,  while many people may a_gree that 
it is expedie nt and wi se to have an annual physical check-
up, a l arge pron ortion may fail t o  do s o. In any study 
involving attitude s, therefore, t he cons t ant difri c ulty 
in dete rmini ng whether the attitudes expr e ssed by the 
respondent rerlec t his true feelings i s  a seve re sourc e 
of limitatio n. 
Values 
No  tenet or intell ec tual folklore ha s been so 
damagi ng to our lir e and time s as the cliche 
tha_t ' sc ience has noth:t ng to do with value s. 
If the c onsid eration of val ues is to be the 
exclusive nronerty, of reli�ion and the humani ­
tie s ,  a s cientifl c understand ing of human ex-
· p erie nc e is imposs ible. Values are s ocial 
f'acts of' a certain type which can be  disc ov ­
e re d  and de s c ribed as ne utrally as a linguis ­
tic stru cture or the technique of sa lmon 
f'ishing. Tho s e  val ue s  that a re ins trument al 
in characte r c an b e  test ed i n  terms or the ir 
cons e que nce s .  Are the means ,  in fac t , ef­
f'ective in re aching the designated e nds?  
This quote from C lyde Kluckhohn39 arr ords the 
sociologist with an ins ight i nto the importa nc e or 
values .  Since this stu dy deals with pe ople  i t  mus t  of 
nec es sity also e ncomnass  s ome exp osure to their value 
system. Nominally deI'� ned, value s are cherished ideas 
39clyde Kluckhohn, Mirror for Man, p. 217, Fawcet t 
World Library, Premier B ooks Ed . ,  New York, 19 57 .  
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or beliefs - which contain or exp ress the judgme nts peop les 
make relative to the worth or importance of things. 
Science itself is a value. Underlying this value is  the 
basic assumution that truth should be sought irrespective 
of whose values or what VB. lues may be jeo:9ardized. Thus 
the social scientist seeks scientific truth simply b e­
cause he accepts on faith alone the postulate that the 
quest for more reliab le knowledge will result in a bene­
fit to all mankind. 
Social scientists take varied positions or the re­
lation of values to sociological work. George Lundberg4 0  
states, !' or example, that science is in its very "nature" 
nonethical, should not be concerned with the scientists' 
values or with the direct application of scientific f'ind­
ings to practical matters, and the scientist (whether · . 
sociologist or phy sicist )  should so work as to keep bis 
own values strictly out of scientific endeavor. T he weak­
ness in this position seems to be that the scie ntist can 
never measure the effect of his ovm values, and further­
more cannot know if he has avoided bias entirely. 
Robert Lynd, 41 in essence, states that because 
40George Lundbe rg, Found�t ions of Sociology, pp. 
29-31, The Macmillan Co . ,  New York, 1939. 
41Robert Lynd, Knowledge for What? , Princeton Univ. 
Press, Princeton, N.  J. , 1939 . 
22 
sociologists are b e t t e r  informed on s ociolo gical matt ers 
than l aymen they ought to indicate which v alue s are be tter 
than which one s and make recomme.ndations to society as to 
which value s they should select. The author finds this 
posit i on entire ly unte nab le. 
Anothe r sociologic al viewpoi nt42 states that ad­
mitt edly the sociologis t cannot be  value-free, but this 
should not deter him from studying values as ob ject ively 
as he can, rather he should me rely limit himself to ab­
stai ning from r ecoJTll11e nding values to any s o ciety or 
identifying wit h social change move ments .  Although there 
i s  no w�y of empirically proving this s tate ment, the 
author fe els that most contemporary sociologists hold 
to this view. 
U nde rlying every culture i s a system of basi c 
as su mptions or value s . which serve to influence the kinds 
of choice s men make in particular situations. 43 The con­
cept of needs alone cannot expl ain fully the exi ste nc e  
of cultural variation. Since cult ure is a basic de t e r­
minant of pers onality, what the individual define s as 
42George Simp son, Man i n  Society, pp . 78- 81, 
Double day and C ompany, Inc., N ew York, 1954 . 
43norot hy Lee ,  "Are Basic Nee ds Ultimat e? "  
Personality in Nature, Society, and Culture ,  p .  335,  
2nd Ed. , Kluckhohn and Murray, eds. , Alfre d  A .  Knopf, 
New York, 1956 . 
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" right11 or " wrong" ways of behaving and believing is 
determined to a large extent by the cultural environment 
of which he is a part. Thus, - the above concepts are 
imp ortant in dealing with cu ltural phenomena. 
Jesser44 has imp lied that the exposure of Indian 
culture to western culture has not brought a c omplete 
change in the minority group, but rather has resulted i n  
a caref ul selection b y  the Indians of those components of 
the non- I ndian culture which could be comf'ort ably assimi­
lated into the Indian culture. With the passing of t�me, 
however, more and more modifications were made until at 
present remnants of the traditional culture probably still 
remain strong in the Indian people, but the overt method 
of e xpressinP, these values has changed to suc h a d egree 
that it would be di.f.ficult i.f not impossible to  discover 
the basic components of suc h overt action. 
As previously stated many of the Indian values do 
not harmonize with western values. The Indian culture 
with its present orientation is antithetical to the western 
culture which is future oriented. Thus while the Indian 
does not plan f or tomorrow and sees no benef it in such 
things as saving and clo·ck- watching, the non- Indian socie ty 
44 Jesser, ££• cit. 
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holds these values to be or prime importance in achieve ­
ment of succe ss. 
From the roregoing discussion it can be inf erred 
that as time passed  and e xposure to non-Indian ways was 
incre ase d through education, intermarriage , and various 
other factors, many people have, to some degree , altered 
their hie rarchy of values. Thus o n  the re se rvation t oday 
one finds individuals ranging in attitudes and ove rt be­
havior from traditional I ndian orientation through each 
step of acculturation to the ultimate e nd which is complete 
a ssimilation. The application of a level of living i ndex 
in conj unction with a se ri es  of value indic es whi ch will 
s e rve to indicate the position of an individual on the 
traditional - acculturated c ontinuum will be  of bene fit to 
the s c i enc e  of sociology. 
Fatalism 
The unde rstanding of culture ,  like t he underst anding 
of other forms of human phe nomena has b een the topic of 
interest to sociologists, anthropologists and p sychol ogists .  
C ertai n problems c ommon to all mankind dema nd s olution. 
The way the se prob l ems a re conceive d  and in terpreted, to a 
l arge degree, determines the type of solutions eithe r an 
individual or a group may consiaer as " adequate" . The 
p re mi ses and a ssump �ions whi ch we make c onc e rning such 
questions as what should be man' s relati on to man a nd how 
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d oe s  man fit into the natural order of the unive rse, 
serve as guides in determining our actions toward the se 
things. As Florence Kluckhohn4� has noted, 
Spe cific p attevns of behavi or insofar as they are 
influenced by cultural factors ( and few are not 
so influenced )  are the concrete expre ssions re­
f lecting generalize d meanings or value s . A nd to 
the extent that the individual personality is a 
product of trai ning in a particular cultural 
tradition it is also at the ge neralized value 
level that one finds the most si gnificant dif­
f'erences. 
Kluckhohn4 6 again states the following hypothesis: 
the rate and degree of assimilati on of any ethni c 
group in to gene ral dominant Ame rican culture will 
. in large p art depend up on the  degree  of goodness 
of fit of the group ' s  own basic value orienta-
tions wi th those of the dominant American culture . 
Fatalism may be nominally defined as the assump­
tion that man' s future is alre ady de te rmine d and that the 
f'uture is settle d before it occurs and the ref'ore c annot 
be e scaped. Pe ople who hold the v alue of f atalism often 
exhibit ove rt behavior and/or expre ss attitudes reflect­
ing this value when a se lection of alte rnative choice s 
in a given situati on confronts them. In a socie ty such 
as ours which has as one of its basic assumptions that 
45Florence Kluckhohn,  " Dominant and Variant Value 
O rie ntations" , P e rsonality in Nature, Socie ty and Culture, 
p. 345, 2nd ed. ,  Clyde Kluckhohn and Henry A Murray, e d. , 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1956. 
4 6 Ib . d __ 1._ . , P • 345 
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man should attempt to conquer the universe and b end 
nature to his will, fatalism is a highly incongruous 
value. Thus, if the Indians who reside on the Pine Ridge 
Ind i an R eservation lean toward fatalism in any large de­
gree, this value, alone, may be indicative .of one of the 
fac tors c ontributing to their failure to assimilate. 
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SAMPLE 
In considerat ion of the problem and the variables 
discus s ed in the tt Theore tical Framework", an interv:i ew 
schedule was const ructe d in 1959, with which to gather 
data to te st the relationships b etween the variab l es 
previ ously diB CUss e d. This sc hedul e appears in Appen­
dix I. A p re -test was c omp leted l ate in 1959, and the 
original inte rview schedule was ref'ined to i�rove s ome 
0£ the questions. The interview s c hedule in  the rerined 
f' orm was used in the res earch during t he months o f  J anu­
ary t o  April, 1960, unt il t he sampl e  was c omp leted. 
The sample  c onsis ted of' residents or the Pine 
Ridge Indian R eservation coveri ng t he following c ommuni� 
ties: R ed Shi rt T ab l e, Kyle C omnrunity, Oglala, Wolf' · 
C reek, Wanblee,  Cal ico Hall,  Porcup ine, Upp er Medicine 
Root District, Alle n, P otato C reek, and Manderson. The 
town of' Pine Ridge was excluded from the samp le bec ause 
it was f'elt that the res ident s of this area are atyp i cal 
of t he B eservation in general ; most of them are employees 
of the Dep artment of' Interior, Bureau of Indl an Aff'ai:rs 
and originated in areas not on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. A map showing the loc ation or familie s i nter­
viewed is shown in Appendix II . Both full -blooded Indians 
and p eop le  of' mixed Indian and whi te  ancest ry were inter­
viewed. It should be noted that b iological blood l ines do 
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not necessarily signify that the respondent is soci o­
logically i n  the s ame group as his ancestral inherit ance 
indicates .  Thus a pers on with. a  small perce ntage of 
I ndian blood may be a full-blood or tradit ional Indian 
in attitudes and vice versa. 
The average inte rview time ranged from one to 
two hours deue nding unon t he respondent' s underst anding 
of the questions and accept ance of the interviewer. 
During many of t he interviews Mr. Stevan Feraca of Og­
lala Community assisted the interviewer in both arrange­
me nt of the interviews and establishi ng a general atmos­
p here of propit iousness. Part of the inte rviewing was 
done on an ind ividu al basis and p art was accomplis hed 
by using group t echnique and lett ing the respondents 
full out the int erview sche dule as t hey would a que s­
tionnaire .  It was found that eithe r  wethod produced 
approximately the same p e rcentage of usab le interview 
schedules . 
A larger study involving both the e conomi c and 
socio-logical aspects of the Pine Ridge Re servation with 
an aim t o  increase t he socioeconomic level of the Indian 
pe o� le is now being carried on j oint ly by the Depar tments 
of Rural Sociology and Economic s at South Dakota S t at e  
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College . The Ec onomi c study deals prima r ily ,.11 th Indian 
ranchers while the So c iolo5ica1 s tudy i nvolve s b o th ranch­
in3 and nonranching Indians . In view o f  thi s  s i tua tion , 
it  wa s felt t i1a t a sampl e c overing bo th ranching and non­
ranching Ind ians could po s s ibly be of add ed b ene f i t  to 
the larger s tudy a s  well a s  prov id ing a c ro s s  s ect ion 
of o c c upa t i onal and lccat ional 5roupin5 s . The larger 
s tudy , \·Then compl e ted i s  exp e c t ed to yi e l d  500 c ompleted 
s ch edul e s . 
A random sample cuttin5 a c ro s s  b oth ranching and 
nonranchir15 Ind ians wa s drawn from the c e nsus da ta at  
the Pine Ri dge Ind ian Agency, P i ne Rid5 e , South Dalcota . 
Thi s sample cons i s t ed o f 100 name s and 2 5  alterna t e s .  
When the da ta were c ol l e cted , a total o f  7 5  int erv i ew 
schedul e s  uere found to be usabl e . The purpos e in using 
thi s  proc edure we s th t it a fforded a 5rea t er probabil i ty 
of obta ininc; a di v e rs i i' i ed e;roup of indiv idual s i.-,ho s e  rel ­
a t ive s o c io econom i c  po s i tions mi5ht ran5e from the 
s ev er ely low category to the extremE::Hy h i Gh than any other 
method . 
Duri ns the pe1•iod Hhen 6roup t e chn ique wa s u s ed, 
the que st ions on the int ervi el·[ schedul e were expl". i ned 
one a t  a ti me . The ma t erial wa s pres ent ed in both Eni:;l i sh 
and Sioux . Art er the ques t i ons ,-rere expla ined in this 
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manner, a brief period was given the resp ondents to select 
the answers which they preferred. The length of the re­
sponse interval varied with the complex ity of the p arti­
cular items under consideration. Thus only a bri ef �n­
terval was needed to allow for the checking of the ques­
tions pertaining to age, sex, marital status, etc. ; while 
a much longer period was allowed i n  the att itudes and 
values section. Af ter the explanati on of the question · 
being considered and at the end of t he resp onse inter val, 
the respondents were asked if there was anything they did 
not understand about the question under con s ideration . I f  
any doubts were expressed, a re- statement or the question 
was offered. When the respondents had indi cated they were 
ready to- p roceed to the next question, the i nterview and 
explanation was again resumed. 
The interview proceeded smoot hly by usin� thi s  
p rocedure and the Indian people were both c ooperati ve  and 
c onsiderate. At the close of t he interview session, the 
author was g i ve n  the opp ortunity to visit w i th the I nd ian 
people  and to get to know many of them quite well. 
Groun inte rview techni que p roved both rewarding , in 
terms of the number of sche d ules coM�leted and t ime taken  
for acquirinp: the needed informat ion. The group inter­
v i ew yielding the hi ghe st number of complete d schedules  
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o ccurred at a .  formal me eti ng in the town of' Allen . - The 
chairman was extreme ly coop erat ive and a mi nj_mum of c on­
f'us ion wa s encountered . During _ other peri od s  where group 
te chni que was u s ed in  small group s ( usually s ix to 10 
p e opl e ) in the home of a re spondent ,  thing s did not re ach 
the c ompletion  stage as rap idly as  they did  with the 
larger group ( approximate ly 35 peop l e ) .  Th e ne c e s s ity 
for muc h  small talk and the ob servat ion of s oc ial ame ni­
ti e s  ac c ounted for the d iffere nc e s  i n  time - of -re spons e 
betwe en the two group s .  
I n  ge neral i t  can b e  state d that �roup int erv i ew 
te chni que can be u s e d  with s ome suc c e s s  in any s oc l al 
s ituation . However ,  the formal atmo sphere , a s  opn o s ed 
to the inf'ormal gathering s , was the more suc c e s sf'ul o f  
the two i n  thi s in s tance . 
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METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH 
Introduction 
In order to det ermine the relationship s  betwe en 
level of livi ng and the indep endent variab l e s ,  the d ata  
were analyz ed on the  bas is of high- low dichotomie s  and 
t he Chi - s quare t e st of s ignif i canc e wa s applied to  
e ac h  of t he se t s ot' var i ab l e s . In  addit ion , a c oeffic i ent 
of contingenc y  wa s appli ed t o  each of t he pos sible com­
binations of t he variab l e s  tes t e d . 
In a c c o rdanc e with s t andard pro c edure the nominal 
definit ions  of the variab l e s  being t e s t ed would now b e  
alt ered t o  operat ional definitions so t hat  working hy­
pothe s e s - can b e  formul at ed. 
Level of  L iving 
Leve l  of liv ing has be e n  nominally defined a s  the 
relative po sition of a family in a c ommuni t y  in t erms 
of materi al po s sess i ons  and soc i al c rit eria. The op e ra­
t ional defini tion or level of l ivi ng i s  now determine d  
t o  me an one ' s t otal  s core on  th e Sewell Soc i al S t a tu s  
S c al e  as  u s ed i n  thi s interview schedule . Thi s defini ­
tion now lead s to  the following .hypothe s i s s tated in the 
null form: 
There is no signif icant relat ionship b e tween the 
re spondent ' s  leve l ot' living s c ore as me asure d b¥ 
the Sewel l So c �al sta tus Scale and any o f  the 
independ ent variable s ezarnined in this s tnri7. 
It is expected that the hypothe s is as s ta ted in_ the null 
form will be rej ect s.d upon ane.J.ys 1 s  of' the da. ta . I :f  thi s  
o ccurs the alternat e h;fpothe s is t}1at such a rela. tionship 
exist s  wi ll be assumed. 
:o caus e-efi" e c  t relationship shall  be a s sumed in 
this study. The na ture o:f the data a nd the difficulty 
in dealing with the p:-ienomenon of conj unctui-·e make it im­
poss ible to evaluate the data o:n this ba s is . 
Contact 
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The variable 01.· c ontact ha s b e en previously d ivided 
into t,vo groups:  d i1 .... ect  c ontac t and indirec t  contact. The 
reaso n  i'o r  usinc thi s proc edur-e was t o det ertil!le the rela­
tive significanc e of t11e s e  two var1a1.."Jle s  in T>ela.. tion to 
l evel ol' living and in rela tion to ea. ch otl'ler. The 
nomina l defini tion o z  dire c t  conta.ct was deterr;1ined to be 
a face- to -face interaction between Indians and non- Indians. 
The operati ona l definition o f direct conta c t is now deter­
mined as one ' s score on the compos ite maasurc 3  of direct 
contact as us ed in t:1. i s  int erv i ew sc�"}_ edule . 1 rom this 
· definition the follo .. ·,ins woi ...1 ting '.1ypo the s i s  in null form 
i s  derived. :  
There i s  no sisniflcant relc.tion ship b et1ve en 
a respond e·1t' s level o .J. 1 1 vin,2 s co1--e and his 
direct co�tact s core. 
.1 
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It is expected that the hypothe s is as s t a t e d  in the null 
form will be rej ected upon analys i s of the  dat a . If this 
occurs the alternate hypothesis t hat such a relat i onship 
exist s  will be a s sumed. 
In orde� to  determine a respondent ' s  score in 
frequency of d irect contact with n on- Ind i ans , a b at tery 
of seven qu e s t i on s  was de signed t o  uncover informat ion 
concerning past  contact with non- Indi ans . These questi ons 
were weighted in the following manner : ir  a respondent 
indicat e d  no d ire c t  cont act or  very infre quent direct 
contact wi th non- Ind i ans  he was given a low sc ore . Con­
versely a hi gh s c ore wa q a ,arued to tho s e  resp ondent s 
indicat in� frequent direct cont act with non- Ind i ans . 
Thus a t otal s c ore on the d irec t contac t sect ion of the 
i nterview sched�le served to indicate the Erequency of 
t he respondent ' s  past  con t act ; a low sc ore indicated 
lit t le or no cont act while a high score indicated fre­
quent contact . The d irect cont act sect ion of the int er­
view s c hedule appears in A penrt ix  I together wi th t he 
a s signed wei�ht s for the various r e sponse s therei n .  
Indi rect cont nct has been nominally defined  a s  
exp o sure to communi cat ion  media of the non- Indi an group . 
The operational definit io n of _ind irec t c ont ac t i s  now deter­
mined to mean one ' s score on the comnos ite measure s of in­
direct cont act as u sed in thi s i nterview s c hedule . On the 
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basis of this definition the following wo rking hypothesis 
is now stated in the nul l  form: 
There i s  no si nificant relationship between a 
respondent ' s leve of living score and his score 
on the indirect contact index. 
It l s  exp� cted that the working hypothesis will be re j ected 
as stated in t he null form upon analysis of  the data. 
If this occurs the alternate hypothesis that s uch a rela­
tionship exists will b e  assumed. 
The respondent' s  score in indirect contact with 
non- I ndians was determined in a manner s imilar to the one 
used in determining the direct contact score . A bat tery 
of seven questions was used and the responses were we ight ed 
on the basis of a continuum ranging from a possible no 
indirect contact to a high degree of indirect contact. 
Thus a respondent with a low s core was also low in in-
direct conta ct while a respondent receiving a high score 
was considered to be high in indirect cont act. Various 
communications media w ere used as criteria in determining 
the responden t' s freq_u ency of indirect contact • . The in­
direct contact portion of the interview s chedule together 
with t he as signed wei�ht s of t he alternat i ve respons es  
appears in Appendix I.  
In dealing with the contact variabl es no att empt 
was made to explore the phenomenon of intimacy. The diffi ­
culty involved in dealing with the connot ative asp ects of 
1 
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such personal information was relt to be or such a nature 
that empirical validity could not be obtained. 
Attitudes 
Nominally an attitude was defined as a predi spo si­
tion to perf orm, to perceive, think, and f eel toward s ome­
thing in a particular manner. Operationally def ined, an 
attitude shall mean one' s  score on the comp osite meas ures 
0£ attitudes as used in this interview schedule. 
In accord ance with the operational d e finition of 
atti tudes the previous ly-s tated nominal hyp o thesis may 
now be operationally , stat ed in a null form :  
There is no s ignifica nt relationship be tween a 
responde nt ' s  level of living score and his score 
on the attitude indice s .  
It is expe cted that the ope rational hypothe s is as stated 
in the null form will be re j ected upon analysis of the 
data. If this occurs the alternate hypothes is that s uch 
a relati onship exists will be as sumed .  
The interview schedule use d  in this s tudy contained 
two secti ons deali ng with attitudes . The f irst se ction 
dealt with attitudes toward the reservation as a way or 
life. A series of six ques tions ranging from neg ative 
to positive possib ilities was usetl. If a respondent had 
a p os itive attitude toward living on the rese rvat ion and 
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a negative atti tude toward li ving orr the· reservation 
he was awarded a low score. Conversely, respondents who · 
indicated a negative attitude toward reservation life and 
a positive attitude towarQ non- reservation life were a­
warded high sc ores. By using this technique it was 
possible to dichotomize the respondents in either high 
or low score categories. T he portion of the interview 
schedule dealing with attitudes toward the reservation 
as a way of life together with t he weights a ssigned to 
- the various  responses appears in Appendix I. 
The second section dealing wit h  atti tudes consists 
of a battery of 12 i tems ranging from tradit ional Indian 
attitudes to non- Indian attitudes. The respondents were 
asked to evaluate the choices and on the basis of their 
personal f eelings select the three items which they I'elt 
were most imDortant to them. Ha ving done t his the respon­
dents were then asked to selec t the three items they felt 
were next in importance. Finally, the items .felt to be 
next in importance were selected by the respondents. A 
high score was assigned to t hose items re flec t ing non­
I ndian orientation and a low score was assigned to those 
reflecting Indian orientat i on. By using thi s  method, it 
was possible to range the responses �n a contimJum and 
obtain the high- low dichotomy. A lis t of the items used 
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i n  this section . of the int e rview sc he dule appears in 
Appendix I under the title , WHAT THilJGS ARE MOST IMPORTANT 
TO YOU. The weights assigned t o  each item also appear in 
this same place.  
By utiliz ing this technique it is  also 9 ossible 
that a c le arer p icture of the respondent ' s  posi� ion on t he 
ac culturation sc ale c an be  obt ained. 
Valu e s  
Having d isc ussed values i n  the theoret ic al fram e ­
work and nominally def ined the value of fat alism, the t ask 
of operat ionally defining this phenomenon wil l now be unde r­
taken. Def ined nominally t he value -of' f'atalism was c onsider­
ed to be the assumpt ion that man' s f uture is already de ter­
mined and that the future is sett led bef'ore it occ urs a nd 
therefore cannot be esc aped. Op e ratio nally define d fat alism 
shall be  co nsidered one ' s t ot al sc ore on the index of 
f'at alism as used in this interview schedule. 
In ac c ordance with  the operat ional derinition or 
rat alism the following hyp othesis may now be ope rat ionally 
stated in the null form: 
There is no signiric ant relationship betwe en a 
respondent ' s  level of living sc ore and his 
f'at alism sc ore. 
It is e xp e c ted that the operational hyp othe sis as 
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s tated  in the null form will be re j e cted up on analys �s 
of the data. If this occurs the al ternat e hypothesis 
that such a re lationship exi s ts _ will be  as sumed. 
The que stions de aling with f atalism were take n 
from an already exi sting schedule which wa s use d at C or­
nell Univers ity, Departme nt of Rural Sociology ( WVffi :  56 : 
2264-2 ) .  The s e  ques tions ranged in pos sible alternat ive 
re spo ns es from those of s evere fat alism to thos e i ndica­
ting non-fatalistic outl ooks.  A low score on the fatal­
ism index indicated that the re sp onde nt was highly ratal­
is tic while a high s core indicated a relative ly non- £a tal­
istic outlook on life. On the bas is of th e  sc ores obtained 
in this section of the interview schedule it was pos sible 
to dichotomize the group into high and low fata lism cate­
gorie s. The que s tions on fatalism top.ether with the 
weights as s igned to the alternative re sp on s e s apnear in 
Appendix I, under the he ading YO UR POINT OF VIEW ON A FEW 
B IG QUESTI ONS. 
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FINDINGS 
Limi tations 
B efore any conclusions can be drawn from the 
statis tical analys is , two e�pi rical limit ations must be 
noted. The firs t limitation concerns the siz e  of the 
sample when the usable interview schedules were dete r­
mined. B ecaus e  the s amnle was relatively small the 
v�lidity of the indices and the reli abi lity of the s tatis­
tical tests may  be questioned. 
The s econd limitation to be consid ered is the re­
liability of the respons es obtained in the intervi ew. 
Often the lack of specific informati on on the part of 
some of the resp ondents was supplemented by gues s work. 
Time and availability of res ources have combined to p ro­
duce a les s -than-ideal sit uation for research. 
Introduction 
Since operational definiti ons have been made for 
the variabl es in this s tudy, the matter of s tatistically 
testing the relations hips between them mus t be unde rtaken. 
The data a re presented in tables from which the workin� 
hypotheses were tested. The ma j or s tati stical tes t app lied 
- to the variables was the Chi-s quare � es t. In e s sence, the 
determination of the s ignificance of t he relationship 
4 1  
between two variab les is the purpos e o f  the Chi-square 
t est. Thi s test is  based on the probab i li t y  of chanc e 
occurrenc e a s  o pposed t o  oc currence b y  something other 
than chanc e. If the probab i lity  of chanc e re lati onship 
is greater than . 0 5, the null hypot hesis is accepted . 
Conversely if the probabi lity o f  a c hanc e  re lat i onship 
is . 05, or less, the null hypot hesis is rej e c t ed. 
There is o ne danger to be noted in dealing with 
small samples from which Chi-square tests are attempte d. 
P earso n and Bennett4 7  have not ed :  
When the theoretical frequenc ies are smaller 
than 10 and especially when smaller than five, 
t he ordinary tables values of x2 . . . are i n­
ac curat e. This is espec i ally true when there 
is only one d egree of f reedom. 
However, Cohen4 8  makes the followi�g cormnent : 
A c orrection factor· c an be  used in c omputing 
C hi - square from a four-fold tab l e  when t he 
exp ec ted c ell fre auenc ies are small --
every deviat i on of observed f'rom from exp ec ted 
c ell frequenc y is reduc ed b y  one-half unit. 
The exp ec ted c ell frequency is t he f requenc y one would 
obtain if the relationshi p between the variables being 
t ested would have b een a chanc e relat ionship . Since 
37Frank A. P earson, Kenne th R.  B ennet t, s tatistical 
Methods Aoplied to Agricultural Economi c s, pp. 398- 399, 
' John Wiley and S ons, Inc :  New York, 1942. 
48Lillian Cohen, Stat istical Methods f or S oc ia l  
Sc ientists, p. 12 7, Prentic e-Hall: N ew York, 1954 . 
no smal l expe ct ed cell frequencies were found in analys is 
of t he data  in thi s s tudy, there was no need t o  anply the . 
c orrec t ion fact or. 
The Chi- s quare test onl y indicates t hat t he re­
lati ons hip between two variable s d id not arise by chanc e :  
it doe s  not ind i cate the deg re e  t o  which the variab les 
are related. Howe ver the Chi-square test when us ed in 
c onj unc t ion  with t he P e arso n coefficient of contin�e nc y49 
t es t  wi ll enable the re searc her to est ab lish the degree 
of relati ons hip between two variab les. 
Level of Living 
The Sewell Social Status Scale was used as t he 
dependent variable to measure t he level of liv i ng o f  the 
resp ondents in  this study. This s cale cons isti ng of 36 
items i s  weight ed in a manne r  whereby a hi gh sc ore is 
indi cat i ve of a high l evel of living . The l owe st p oss ib le 
score on this s cale is 103 and the h ighes t possible s core 
is 228. When the data were analyz ed the actual range 
of scores f or t he 75 re sp onde nts was 103-214 . The ave rage 
score was 139. 20 and thi s sc ore was used as t he poi nt of 
dichotomy f or the low and hi gh di strihutions. The mode 
49Thomas C. McC ormi ck , Ele mentarl Soci a l  Stati stics ,  pp. 203-208 ,  McGraw-Hill  Bo ok Company, nc: N ew York, 1941. 
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for this di s tribution wa s 114. 00 and the curve was skewed 
to the ri5ht. Table I indicates the frequency dis tribution 
of  the l ,::;vel of· 11 vin5 scores. Analys is o.f the frequency 
d i stribut ion revealed that 64% o f  the re spondents were 
l ow in l ev el of livin5 while 36% were in the hi3her ran5e. 
The cluster of  score s  � t  the 114  point sugGests tha t ma ny 
o f' the respondents are existing far below minimwn l ivin5 · 
standards . 
Contact 
The independent variable of  d.irect contact wa s 
measured by a series o f  weighted ques tions pertaini ng 
to this phenomenon .  A lov1 scor'e indicates 1 1  ttle non­
Indian conta ct and a high score denotes a high de5ree 
of  contact with non- Indians. The poss ible ran5 e ot· 
score s wa s 5-81 . The a c tual ran5e wa s 6-74 . The arith­
metic mean was 33 . 62 while the mode wa s s even. Table II 
gives a frequency distribution for these direct contact 
score s  • The curve was slrnwed to the ri5h t .  The high­
low dichotomy was determined by usin5 the avera3e score 
a s  the dividinG point .  This division ind icated that 
52% o f  the respondents were lm·r in contact wi th non- Indians 
while the rema inir13 48% were rela tively hi5h in s uch con­
tact. The mode o f  s even indicated a cluster of  14 
■ 
Total score 
Mean 1J9 . 20 
Mode 114. oo 
103 
107 
108 
112 
114 
115 
117 
120 
124 
125 
lJO 
144 
149 
169 
178 
182 
186 
190 
192 
193 
194 
197 
200 
206 
209 
214 
Total 
--- ----- --�- - -----�-------
TABLE I .  FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF 
LEVEL OF LIVING SCORES 
Number of 
responses 
8 
1 
1 
18 
l 
10 
2 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
2 
10 
2 
2 
1 
1 
75 
44 
J 
-
Mean J2.62 
Mode 7. 00 
TABLE II . FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF 
DIRECT CONTACT SCORES 
Number of 
Total score responses 
6 2 
7 14 
8 7 
9 J 
11 1 
12 2 
14 2 
20 1 
21 1 
2J 1 
25 1 
26 2 
JO 1 
Jl 1 
J2 1 
J4 1 
J6 1 
41 4 
42 1 
4J 1 
45 1 
47 2 
49 1 
50 1 
51 1 
52 1 
53 2 
56 1 
62 2 
64 1 
65 J 
66 J 
67 2 
68 2 
69 1 
70 1 
71 1 
74 1 
Total 75 
-
45 
. .  
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individuals who _had relatively little contact with non­
Indians. 
The first hy-p othe sis to be tested conce rns the re­
lationship or the level of livi ng score achie ved by the 
respondent and hi s score on the direct contact index. 
Table III contains the data p ertaining to this re lation­
ship. % Since the C hi-square value is significant at the 
Level o:f 
Living 
X2_ - 48. 21 
C :. 62 
TABLE III. RELATION OF LEVEL OF LIVING 
TO DIRECT CONTACT 
High 
Low 
High 
2 7 
8 
Di rect Contact 
Low 
0 
40 
P . 001 d. f. = 1 
. 001 level, the null hypothesis is rej ected as false, and 
the alternative hypot hesis that there i s  a significant 
relationship between level of living and direct contact 
with non-Indians is accepted. 
� ollowing each table the calculated Chi- s quare 
value is presented by the symbol x2 • .  The level of sig­
mificance is indicated by the symbol p. Degrees of fre e­
dom are indicate d by  the symbol d. £. and the coefficient 
0£ contingency is indicated by  the symbol C . : . 
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The i ndependent variab le of indi rect contact wa s  
measured by a series of wei�hted quest ions desi0ned to 
uncover t he degree of indi rect contact the res D onde nt s  
had i n  t he p as t  with non- Indians through vari ous  communi­
cat ion media. The p ossible range of scores was 6-42.  
The actual range of scores was 6 -40.  A high score on 
thi s index indicate s a high d egree  of indirect contact 
with non-Indians. A mean of 18. 96 was obtained from analy­
sis of the data, while the mode was six. Table IV g ives 
the frequency dis tribution of the scores. The high- low 
dichotomy wa s determined by us in�  tre mean (18. 96 ) as 
the n oi nt of divisi on. Thi s method reve aled that 50. 6% 
were low in indire c t  contact while 49. 4% we re hig h. A 
mode of six was obtained which indicated 13 individuals 
with minimum indirect contact. 
The t est of relation ship between a resp ondent ' s  
level of living score and his score on the indirect 
contact index (the second independent variable) is shown 
b y  the data contained in Table V. The Chi-square score 
indicates a significant relationship at the . 00 1  level. 
On the bas is of this relation ship the null hyp othesis is 
rej ected and the alternative hypothes is which reads, there 
is a significant relaticn shi P betwe en a re spondent' s le vel 
of livin� s core and his indirect contact score is accepted. 
-
TABLE IV .  FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF 
INDIRECT CONTACT SCORES 
48 
Total score 
Number of 
responses 
Mean 18. 96 
Mode 6 . 00 
Level of 
living 
x2 = 4J . 45 
C = . 60 
- 6 
7 
8 
10 
11 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 
22 
24 
26. 
28 
JO 
J2 
J4 
J8 
40 
Total 
lJ 
1 
J 
7 
1 
4 
4 
1 
4 
8 
1 
2 
J 
J 
7 
7 
4 ·  
1 
1 
75 
TABLE V .  RELATION OF LEVEL OF LIVING 
TO INDIRECT CONTACT 
High 
Low 
High 
27 
_ 10 
P . 001 
Indirect contact 
Low 
0 
J8 
d. :f .  = 1 
-
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Table VI i·ndica tes the relationship bet1·rnen direc t 
and 1." ndi" re c t  cont� ct.  Tl · 1 · - �is re ationship is extremely 
TAnLE VI . RZLAT I O� O? r rDITICT COl TACT 
TO DIRECT CONTACT 
Direc t  
c onta c t  
x2 - 52 .83 
C = .64 
High 
L01·1 
P .001 
Indirect conta ct 
High Low 
33 
4 36 
d.f. ' 1 
s ignir ic ant havinG a Chi-square value of 52.82 and a c o­
e ff i c ient o.f' c ontine;ency s c ore of . 64 .  This i ndicates 
that most of thos e re spondent s  who s c ored hish on the 
direc t c ontac t index als o  a chieved high s core s  on the in­
direc t c ontac t  index. I t  is also losical, hoflever, taat 
persons s c orinG hi5h in direct c ontact s:1ould also ex­
perienc e indi1�e c t  c onta c t  in one I orm or another whil e 
participa t ing in a c tivitie s with non-Indians. 
' ttitudes 
To obtain data on the expressed a ttitudes of t 1e 
responde:ats toward res ervation 1 1v1n0 a series o:i.: ques -
tions was co�s truc ted. l ow s c ore o� the s e  questions 
-
2 
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indicated an expressed prefere nce for re servation lire 
while a high score indi cated preference for non-reser­
vation living. T he possible range was 6- 30 ,  while the 
actual scores ranged from 4- 28. A · me an score or 13. 82 
was obtained. T he mode, howe ver, was o nly e ight. This 
mode is indicative of the deep fe eling that many of the 
respondents expres sed for staying on the re se rvation, 
since 32 of the respo ndents had a score of eight. The 
high-low dic hotomy was determined at t he mean (13. 82) . 
This procedure di�ided the gro up so that 57. 2% of the 
_ respondents were in the low bracket and 42. 8% were high. 
Tab le VII g ives the frequenc y distribu tion of the score s .  
A skewness to the right was observed i n  this distribution. 
The relatio ns hi p  between the d ep e ndent variable 
of leve l or living sc o re and the attitudes toward reser­
vation li ving sc ore are given in Table VIII.  The Chi­
square score of 29. 00 indicate d  signifi canc e at the 
. 00 1  level. In view of this, the null hyp othe s i s  is 
re j ected and the alternative hypothe sis that the re is a 
significant relationship between a respondent' s le vel of 
living score  and his attitude toward living on the re ­
se rvation sc ore, is acc epted. The c oe ffi ci ent of c on­
tinge ncy value betwee n  the s e  two variables was . 52. 
-
TABLE VII. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF EXPRESSED ATTITUDES TOWARD 
RESERVATION LIVING 
Mean lJ.82 
Mode 8 . 00 
Total score 
8 
10 
12  
lJ  
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
20 
22 
24 
28 
Total 
Number of 
responses 
J2 
2 
8 
1 
4 
1 
J 
1 
6 
4 
4 
J 
6 
75 
TABLE VIII. RELATION OF LEVEL OF LIVING TO ATTITUDE TOWARD 
RESERVATION LIFE 
Attitude toward reservation life 
Level of 
living 
x2 = 29 . 00 
C = . 52 
High 
Low 
P . 001 
High 
2) 
10 
Low 
4 
J8 
d. f . - 1 
51 
52 
In order to determine expressed attitudes on 
prefa rences for living , a series of 12 s tatements reflec t­
ing values from traditional I ndian to non-Indian was given 
to eac h of the respondents. The questions were then 
ranged on a continuum from traditional Indian to non-Ind i an 
values and a weight was given to each item. A low sc ore 
indic ated a tradit ional Indian orientation and a high sc ore 
indicated a non-I ndian or western orientation. The pos­
sib le range was 36-152, while the ac tual range was 86-159. 
A mean score of 117. 00 was obtained and this was used as 
- a dividing point in the high-low dichotomy. T able IX 
indic ates t he frequenc y distribution. The low brac ket 
contained 54. 6% of the respondents while the high group 
contained 45. 4% .  A mode of 89. 00 for the group was ob­
tained which indicates 19 respondents with an extremely 
traditional orientation obtaining a sc ore of 89. The 
curve was skewed to the right. 
The next relationship to be statistic ally tested 
is the relationship b etween level of living sc ore and 
the score attained by the respondent on the expressed 
preferenc e for living index. The data found in this 
relationship are shown in Tab le X. The Chi- square value 
of 22. 44 indic ates that the null hypothesis is to be 
rejec ted and the alternative hypothesis that there is a 
signific ant relationshin bet�een a respondent' s level or 
-
•• 
TABLE IX. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF 
VALUES ON LIVING SCORES 
Number of 
Total sc ore · respons�s 
Mean 117 . 00 
Mode 89 . 00 
82 
85 
89 
90 
91 
93 
94 
95 
96 
98 
101 
105 
109 
110 
111 
116 
118 
119 
126 
128 
129 
lJJ 
1J6 
137 
1J9 
141 
142 
145 
148 
1_54 
158 
159 
Total 
1 
1 
19 
J 
1 
1 
1 
J 
2 
J 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
lJ 
1 
75 
5J 
• 
livin3 score  and his expres sed preference for l ivins score 
a c c e:p tc: cl . The co efi' i c  iE:::nt ot contingency value i s  . 48.  · 
TA�.iLE X. RELAT IOr OF' LEV�L 0.? LIVIEG 
Level of  
living 
x
2 
= 
C 
22 . 414-
. 1.J S  
T O  LIVING P�lliF�REf-. CE 
Llvin3 
High 
High 22 
Low 12 
p . 001 
Values 
preference 
Low 
3 6  
d . f .  - 1 
The ques tions were a s s i3ned values Hbi ch yi elded 
a possible ran5e from 9-L! l . The actuG.l ran�e wa s 11 -31 .  
A lovT score on  these questions indi �ated a hi;-i;h de3P0 �� 
o f' fatalism wi1.ile a hir;h score in.d i ca ted a low deGree  
of fatal ism. The high-low dichotomy was made on the 
basis of a n  arithmeti c  mean of 18. 96. Table XII indi­
cates the frequency dis tribution of the se scores. Then 
the s cores ,,.,ere dichotomi:lr ed, 57.2% were in the low- s core 
3roup and 42. 8% were in the hi3h-ocor_e group. The mode 
wa s 1 5. 00. This  ind i cated 19 respondents were in the low 
bracket with a s core of 1 5. T11e curve was s kewed to 
the right. 
-
,. 
5 
5 5  
The relationship between level of living score 
and fatalis m sc ore is pres ented in the data round in 
Table XI. A Chi - square value or 16. 41 indi cated a signi­
ficant relationship at the · .001 level. On  t he bas is or 
Level of 
Living 
x2:16. 41 
C :. 42 
TABLE XI. RELATION OF LEVEL OF 
LIVING TO FATALISM 
High 
Low 
High 
21 
14 
p . 001 
Fatalism 
Low 
6 
34 
d. f • •  l 
thi s  relationship it c an be stated that the null hy­
p othesis is reje cted and the alt ernat i ve hyp othes is 
that there is a significant relationship b etween a 
respondent' s level of living sc ore and the sc ore on t he 
fatali s m  index is ac c epted. The c oeffic ient of c on­
tingenc y value for this relationship was . 42. 
Structural Variables 
Inc ome 
The rep orted yearly income of the responde nts 
ranged from no inc ome to $8500. The mean rep orted in-
. • 
Mean 18 . 96 
Mode 15 . 00 
TABLE XII. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION 
OF FATALISM SCORES 
Number of 
Total score responses 
11 5 
12 1 
lJ 4 
14 6 
15 19 
16 2 
17 2 
18 1 
19 J 
21 J 
22 6 
23 J 
25 2 
26 lJ 
27 2 
28 2 
Jl 1 
Total 75 
-
.. 
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come was $2220 . 66 and the mode was $ 550. The mean 
average reported income was · used as a high-low breaking 
· p oint. This yielded a distribution in whic h 64% of the 
respondents fell i nto the low group and 36% in the high 
reported income group. Tab le XII I shows the frequenc y 
dis tribution for rep orted annu al income. The mod e was 
$ 550 wit h  seven resp ond ents rep orting yearly inc ome of 
$500 and seven re spondents report ing a yearly income of 
$600. The curve was skewed to the right. I t  should be 
not ed that the mean obtained from thi s samp le is extreme­
ly high and is probably atyp ic al of the ove rall reserva­
tion inc ome . The high number of ranc hers int erviewed 
in this study ac c ount f'or t he ext reme deviation whi ch 
was observed .  
Anc estry 
Ance stry of the re spondents was dic hotomiz ed into 
rull b lood and mi xed b lood classifi cati ons. The s amp le 
yielded a t ot al of 52  full bloods and 23 mixed bloods. 
Age of res�ondents was dic hotomiz ed into groups 
whos e reported age was 50 or over and thos e  whose re­
p ort ed age was unde r 50. The �ample yielde d a t ot al 
of 50 individuals u nder 50 years of age and 2 5  individuals 
50 years of age or over. 
. 
Total 
income 
$ 0 
20 
60 
100 
150 
180 
200 
250 
280 
350 
360 
400 
450 
500 
600 
650 
700 
750 
800 
870 
900 
980 
1000 
Mean $2220 . 66 
Mode $ 550 . 00 
TABLE XIII. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION 
OF REPORTED ANNUAL INCOME 
Number of Total 
responses income 
2 $1500 
1 1800 
1 2800 
1 3000 
1 3200 
1 3500 
3 4000 
1 5000 
1 5200 
1 5500 
1 6000 
5 6500 
1 7000 
7 7500 
7 8000 
2 8200 
1 8500 
1 
1 Total 
1 
3 
1 
3 
Number of 
responses 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 
2 
.. 2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
75 
J 
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Time on Reservation 
The sample yie lded a total of 45 ind ividuals who 
had li ved all o.f ·thei r past life on the Pine Ridge Ind� an 
Reservation and 30 individuals w ho had at some time lived 
away from the reserva tion .  The grou ps were dichotomized  
on this basis. 
The four struc tural variables were t he n  examined 
to dete rmine whether any relationships exi ste d betwee n  
them and the level of living scores .  These variab les were 
assumed to be related to the depende nt variab les although 
no hypotheses were p ostu lated . The statis tic al relation­
ships are presented in Tables XIV, XV, XVI,  and XVII . 
T hese tables indicate a si gnific ant relationship between 
the four structural variables and the level of living . 
However, the coefficient of contingency value indicates 
that of the .four structural vari ables tested , income i s by 
far the most important relationship . The relationship be­
tween income and level  of living is a logica l  one for if 
a person has a very low i nc ome h i s  possibility of mai n­
taining a high level of living at the s ame t ime is highly 
limi ted . The relationshin between level of living and 
biological ancestry i s  not to be taken at fac e value . 
Si nce the sample contained 52 re�pond ents who claimed 100% 
Indian ancestry and onl y  2 3 resp ondents who c lai�ed less 
than 100% Indi a n  anc estry, the conclu s ions s tating t hat 
I' 
Level of 
living 
x2 = 59 o4o 
C = . 66 
Level of 
living 
x2 = Jl . 14 
C = . ,54 
Level of 
living 
x2 = Jl .42 
C = . 55 
TABLE XIV . RELATION BETWEEN INCOME 
AND LEVEL OF LIVING 
High 
Low 
p . 001 
High 
25 
l 
Income 
Low 
2 
47 
d. f'.  = 1 
TABLE XV . RELATION BETWEEN ANCESTRY 
AND LEVEL OF LIVING 
Ancestry 
High 
Low 
P . 001 
High 
8 
44 
Low 
19 
4 
d. f' .  = 1 
TABLE XVI • RELATION BETWEEN TIME ON 
RESERVATION AND LEVEL OF LIVING 
Time on reservation 
High 
Low 
P . 001 
High 
8 
47 
Low 
19 
l 
d .  f' .  = 1 
60 
Level of 
l ivin5 
x2 = 
C = 
21 . 09 
. 45 
TABLE XVI I . RELATI ON 3�T�tl.:I:7i,J AGE 
.A.!JD L:SVEL OF LIVHiG 
Age 
Hi5h Low 
High 0 27 
Low 2 5  23  
p . 001 d . f • = 1 
blood is related to level of l ivins must be  extremely 
qualified. 
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The . rela t-ionsnip bet,•reen level of living and time 
on the res ervation is again not to be taken at  face val ue . 
In this ca tee;ory the hiGh percental)e oi' people who have 
lived off the res ervation for some period of time tends 
·to overweight the significance of this factor. 
The relationship between age and l evel of living 
is probably the most realistic relationship in terms of 
the statistics . It is loe;ical that_ people of great c:1ge 
,,.rho have  spend most of' their lii'e on t 1.e re s ervation do 
not have e. hi5h level oi' 1 1  vinu. 
Tabl e XVIII is a�n ac3lomerative table sho.--rin5 the 
i nterrelationships of all of the variabl es used in t' is 
study. The data are compared on the basis of Chi-square 
scores and coefficient 0 1  contingency value s. 
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TABLE XVIII. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VARIABLES BY CHI-SQUARE SCORE 
AND COEFFICIENT OF CONTINGENCY VALUES 
'U 
� 
C: r.. � <\C •n 
cd 0 +> > 
� C\1 C: ·n 
0 C: +> 0 M Ul C: 
+> 0 C: 0 Q) 0 
s ·.,... 0 'U 0 •n � Q) +> 0 +> Q) C: +> 0 C1l 'U cd 0 U) Q) C: cd bf) .rf � > +> Q) ti) r.. (I) 0 > 
M C  M +> r.. 0 r.. Q) (1) s 'O r.. Q) ·rf cd ·n Q) Q) ;a J.-. � 0 0 G) Q) > > +> +> ti) r.. 0.. (1) 0 0 s Cl) 
Q) ·rf cd +> Q) •r-i C: >< r.. t: M •M G> 
H M  � < r.. (=a H � 0.. H CQ E-t S...  
I Fatalism 16 .41 
.42 
Attitude 29 . 00 5 . 12 
toward . 52 . 25 
reservation 
Direct 48 . 21 20 .25 27. J4 
contact . 62 . 14 . 52 
Indirect 4J .45 29 . JJ 43. J8 52 .8J 
contact .60 0 53 .60 .64 
Expressed 22.44 37. 09 J4. J7 26.64 24. 79 
living .48 . 57 . 56 . 51 .49 
preferences 
Income 59 .40 23. 19 J4.19 45. 71 41 . 0J 29 . 79 
. 66 .48 . 55 . 61 . 59 . 53 
Blood 31. 14 lJ.42 19 .40 26 . 74 23 .61 23.64 27.67 
. ,54  . 39 .45 .51 .49 .49 . 52 
Time on Jl .42 11 .92 9 .85 31 .37 22 • .58 6 . 59 Jo . 75 31 .47 
reservation . 55 . 36 .JJ . 53 .48 . 28 . _54  • .54 
Age 21. 09 4. 29 6 .60 22 .67 25 . 26 16 .67 20 .0J 9 . 17 9 .95 
.45 . 23 . 28 .48 . 50 .42 .46 . JJ . )5 
Top number - Chi-square score 
Bottom number - Coe£ficient of Contingency 
,. 
-
Variable 
Level o:f 
Living 
Direct 
C ontact 
Ind irect 
C ontact 
Attitudes 
T oward Re-
servation 
Li . .  ving 
E xpressed 
TABLE XIX. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
OF DIC HOTOMIZED VARIABLES 
. BY NUMBER OF CASES 
Hig h  Low 
No. % No. % 
27  36 . 0  48 6 4 . 0 
35 48 . 0 40 5 2 . 0  
37 49 . 4  38 50 . 6  
31 42. 8 44 57 . 2  
Living Pre-
fe rences 34 45 . 4  41 54 . 6  
Fatalism 31 42 . 8  44 57 . 2  
• 
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Total 
N o. % 
75 100 
75 100 
75 100 
75 100 
75 100 
75 100 
-
SUMMARY, CONC LUS IONS , AND 
IMPLIC ATI ONS 
Summary 
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1. A significant relationship was found between 
level of living of the respondents and their direct con­
tact with non-Indian s. 
2. A significant relationship was foun4 between 
level of living of the re spondents and their indirect 
contact with non-Indians. 
3. A significant relationship was found between 
.direct contact with non-Indi ans and indirect contact 
with non-Indian s. 
4. A signi ficant relationship was found between 
level of living of the respondents and their attitude 
toward living on the re servation. 
5.  A significant relationship was found between 
level of living of the respondents and their tendency 
toward fatali sm .  
6. A signi ficant relationsh ip was found between 
level o f  living of the re spondents and their value hier­
archy as refle cted in thei r exo ressed preference of 
living conditions. 
7. A signifi cant relati o�ship between t he level 
of living of the respondents and the ·  structural variable s 
of income, blood, age and time on reservation was found. 
.. 
Concl us ions 
This  study wa s developed to tes t the fea s ib ility 
of using a l evel of li vin3 index, in this cas e  the Sewell 
Soc i�l  Status Sca l e, as an ind irect techniq ue in uncover­
ing attitudes and other fa c t ors associated with level of 
living in a c ros s -cultural context. The assumpt ion was 
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made that, if the val ue sy stem of the c ulture under examina­
tion had been defined with any de5ree of  accuracy, tne 
development of a ranLe of values on the bas is of a con­
tinuwn spannins the known factor s  ass ociated 1•ri th level 
o f' 1 i vin5 in wes tern s oc ietJ and tl1e identified cul tura.l 
profile of· the minority 5roup, could b e  a valuable instru­
ment for isolating _ pos i tive and negat ive factors in the 
ac culturation proc es s . 
From the analysis o r  the data it can be sa id tha t 
conta c t ( both direct and indirec t )  with non- Indians, a 
low degree of fatal i sm, a pos itive a ttitude toward living 
in non-reservation areas and a preference for livinG 
conditions which approache s that of the non-Indian are 
all factors vrhi ch mus t  be c ons idered in understanding 
tL1e mechanism o f  acculturation in this particular case.  
To a de5ree, this thes is  ½as demons tra ted the 
applicabilitJ o f  a l evel of livlns index in unc oV"ering 
both pos itive and ne5ative factors a ssocia ted with suc ­
cess in uestern so c i ety in rela tion to the p roce ss of 
. ' 
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acculturation. Much more work must b e  d one before the 
findings of this study can be regarded as totally indi­
cative of the value of usi ng a level of livinR scale in 
a cross- cultural conte xt. 
Since the data indicated a signi ficant relation­
ship between the variables considered, the findings can 
also be  stated in a negative manner. Those pe rsons who 
are highly fatalistic, tradi t ionally orie nted in rela­
tion to living prefere nces, have a negative attitude 
toward non-re servatio n living, and a low freque ncy of 
c9 ntact with non-I ndians are also the persons who have 
a low level of living. By imp lication, then, · 1n relation 
to western society the se persons are not acculturated to 
any great degree. 
It must be stated that the factors uncovered in 
this study are not the only factors involved in the ac­
culturatio n process. I n  addition, no cau s e-ef':fect rela­
tionshius have be en e stablished and the phe nome non of 
conju ncture has not b een studied. Thus, although the 
findings of thi s study are indicative . or certain rela­
tionships they are limited to the vari ab les and the 
populati on studied and cannot be app li ed beyond this 
� articular area. 
.·  
6 7  
Imp lic ations 
Pr�c tic al Implications 
The relationship s  disc overed in this study, al­
though admittedly crude, suggest the £ollowing areas 
where prac tic al applic ation of the f indings c ould be 
utilized : ( 1) In schools the attitude indices c ould 
be used, for ex ample, to disc over any tendenc y tow ard 
f atali sm in a student, and steps could be taken to 
ofrset this tendenc y  ( if it is assumed desirable to 
do so). (2) The reloc ation services c ould poss ibly 
utilize the findings in this study to place a person 
seeking reloc at ion services on the tradition al-non­
Indian c ontinuum and thus obtain a c rude indic ation or 
the nrobability of the reloc atee•s suc cess or f ailure.  
Implic ations for Further Research 
Further research along lines similar to this study 
is suggested by the nature of the finding s. - Attemp ts to 
discover why some of  the respondents adhere to traditi on al 
Indian v alues while others do not c ould be made. Other 
f ac tors associated with level of liv ing mi�ht be stud ied 
in o rder to broaden our knowledge of this phenomenon. 
New indices of f ac to rs associated with level of living 
might be developed. Finally, utilization or tec hniques 
to unc over factors associ ated with level of living also 
-
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might be suggested. These could inc lude: ( 1) cons truc­
tion of new interview schedules which seek to inves tigate 
the same variab les used in this s tudy, ( 2) other indice s · 
of acculturation might be developeq, ( 3) a larger s ample 
could be drawn and comparis on of the results obtained in 
this study could b e  made, finally , ( 4 ) an attempt t o  di s ­
cover any caus e- effect relationship b etween the variable s  
u sed in this s tudy might prove rewarding. 
It is the earne st hope o� thi s student that further 
pursuit of the ideas pres ented here be unde rtaken to t he 
end that the Indian peop le,  as well as  the non-Ind ian 
people, may s omeday live in harmony wit h each other ; and 
the understanding gained through rese arch i n  social 
sc ie nce may in s ome way serve to rectify s ome of the 
mis takes of the p ast. 
.. 
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APPENDIX I 
PINE RIDGE RESERVATION 
Gener al Inf ormat ion 
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PLEASE CHECK (X) THE GROUP THAT APPLIES TO you (Name) __________ _ 
1 .  Sex 
(1) Male 
(2 ) F emale 
2 . Age 
( 1 )  under 20 
(2)  2 0- 35 
(3) 36-50 
(4 )  5 1-65 
(5 )  OVER 65 
3 .  Marital Status 
( l )_- __ s ing le 
(2 ) Married 
(3) Divorced 
(4) S ep arated 
(5 )  Widow or widower 
4 .  Res idence - Res ervati on 
7 .  Total year ly income _____ _ 
What part is welfar e  if ariy 'l ___ _ 
8 .  Family 
Numb er of children;_ ____ _ 
Childr en l iving home ____ _ 
9.  Location of Home 
Town 
---
___ Camp 
By cr eek 
---
Farm or ranch 
---
10 . Ance s try 
Husb and ' s  F ather 
Full Bl ood 
----
Mixed % 
White 
Husband ' s Mother 
( l ) ___ Les s  than one year · Full Bl ood ___ _ 
(2 ) 1-5 years Mixed o/. 
(3 ) 6- 10 years White 
(4) 1 1-20 years Wife ' s father 
(5 ) 2 1  years  or mor e, but not al l  Full Bl ood ___ _ 
of my p as t  l ife . Mixed '1. 
(6 ) al l of my p as t  l ife White 
Wife ·• s mother 
Full Bl ood s .  Present home 
( 1 ) ___ 1 rent it 
(2 ) I own it 
(3 )  Other . Specify _____ _ 
6 .  Occupation of the head of the 
hous ehold . 
Pleas e  be s pecific  ______ _ 
----
Mixed '1. 
White 
1 1 .  Are there any p eople other (than 
immed i ate r e l at ives) your (e . g . )  
children l iving in your home now 
Yes____ No. ___ _ 
How 1 ong have they 1 i ved in your 
home _____ years . 
•- ... 
•' 
Level of Living 
>re 
_1 . Cons truction of house :  Brick, stucco, etc . ,  
or painted frame 
S core 5 
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Score if  Y 
Unpainted frame 
or other 
_2 . Room-person ratio : Number of rooms Number of persons 
3 
N 
Ratio : Below 1 .00 1 . 00- 1 . 99 2 . 00--2-. 9-9- 3 .00 & up 
Score 3 5 7 
_3 . Separate dining room, Y - N 
_4 . Separate Kitchen? Y - N 
_5 . Separate l iving room? Y - N 
_*6 . Living room floors finished? Y - N 
_*7 . Living room woodwork finished? Y - N 
_*8 . Living room wall cons truction : 
6 
6 
6 
7 
s 
Plas ter Wall board Ceiling Building paper or no ins ide wall 
Score 6 5 4 2 
_*9 . Living room walls decorated? Y - N 
_*10 . Living room floor cover ing : 
Rugs or carpets 
Score 6 
Linoleum or b are floors 
3 
*11 .  Blinds and ·curtains or drapes on l iving room windows? y - N 
_*12 . Living room lounge : Divan, davenport Day bed or Bed, cot 
or s tudio couch couch or none 
Score 6 s 3 
_*13 . Lighting f acilities : Gas , Mantel  Oil lamps 
Electric or pressure  other 
Score *8 6 
14 . Water piped into house? Y-- N 
Kitchen s ink? Y - N 
Linoleum on kitchen floor? Y - N 
_ 17 . Power washer? Y - N 
18�  Refrigerator : 
S core 
19 .  Radio? Y - N 
20 . Telephone? Y - N 
Mechanical­
s 
_21 . Automobile (other than truck) ? Y - N 
22 . Furniture insured? Y - R 
Ice other 
6 
3 
or none 
or none 
3 
s 
s 
8 
7 
s 
6 
6 
6 
5 
7 
3 
3 
3 
4 
2 
2 
4 
4 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
4 
9 
2 
-
15. 
16. 
.23 .  Family takes a d aily newspaper?  y - N 
_24 . Number of magazines r egularly taken? 
Number : 0-1 
Score 3 
2-3 
5 
4-5 
7 
---------
6 and up 
8 
_25 . Approximate number of  books in the home? 
Number : 0-7 
Score : 3 
8-49 
5 
50- 99 
7 
_26 . Wife ' s education (grades completed) ?  
Number : 
Score : 
0- 7  
2 
8 
4 
9- 1 1 
6 
------
100 and up 
8 
--------
12 
7 
13 and up 
8 
_27 . Husband ' s education (grades completed) ? ________ _ 
Number : 
Score : 
0- 7  
2 
8 
4 
9- 11  
6 
_28 .  Husband ' s  li fe insured? Y • N 
_2 9 .  Husband a church member? Y - N 
12 
7 
13  and up 
8 
_30 .  Husband attends church? (1 /4 of meetings)  Y - N 
_31 .  Husband attends Sunday School? (1/4 of meetings ) Y - N 
_32 .  Husband a member of a farm cooperative? - Y - N 
_33 .  Wife a church member?  
_34 .  Wife attends church? (1/4 of meetings )  Y - N 
_35 .  Wife attends Sunday S chool? (1/4 of meetings ) Y - N 
_36 . Wife a member of  an extens ion or P . T . A . group? Y - N 
_SCALE SCORE 
ues tions 6-12  per tain to the living room only . 
77 
6 
6 
5 
5 
6 
8 
s 
s 
6 
8 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
4 
2 
2 
3 
4 
CONTACT 
Would you s ay that mos t of your pas t  contacts have been 
( J ) nearly all with Indians 
__ ...,( __ 3_) __ occas ional contact with non-Indians 
__ ...,( __ 5.,.) __ about hal f and hal f 
___ {_?_) __ mos tly with non-Indians 
Have you ever l ived in a non-Indian community?  
Yes ( 3 ) No  ( 1 ) 
If yes , How long did you live ther�? 
---------
Have you ever worked in a non-Indian community? 
Yes ( 3 )  No ( 1 ) 
------
If yes , How long did you work there? 
-----------
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Are you working no"1? Yes ( 3 ) No( 1 ) Empl oyer Indian ( 1 ) Non-Indian ( 3 ).  
If yes , where? 
-------------------
How l ong have you been working there 
------------
During the pas t year about ho\ot many times did you leave the reservation for 
short vis its ? times ------
�ere these vis its to : 
1 .  Vis it  friends? ( 1 ) 
2 .  Go to Radeo? ____ ( 5----..) _ 
Indian ( 3 ) ---- Non-Indian . ( 5 )  
3 .  Go to Indian dance on another reservation? ( 3 ) 
4 .  Go with 4-H group ( 5) 
5 .  To attend meetings ( 5 ) 
6 .  Other , pleas e  specify ( 5 )  -----------------------
7 .  When you are s ick, or a family member is s ick, What do you usually do? 
{ 1 ) Medicine man (Indianj (Wicas a Wakan) 
( 5 )  Doctor (M.D . )  
___ ( ... 3�} ___ Pray 
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Explanat i on of' Pirect C ont ac t  Items 
Questions 2, 3, and 4 which dealt wi t h  the el ement of 
t ime were weight ed in the f ollowing manner: 
( 3 ) less than one year. 
( 4 ) over one year but less than two. 
( 5 ) over two but le ss than three.  
( 6 ) over thre e but less than f'our. 
( ? ) over four but less t han f' ive. 
. ( 8 ,. over :five years. 
Ques t ion :five was weight ed in the following manner: 
{ (J) )  never. 
( 1) one to t e n  t imes. 
(2) eleven t o  twenty times. 
( 3) twenty-one to thirty times. 
( 4 ) over thirty times. 
Quest ion seven was or such a nat ure that many resnondent s  
found it necessary . t o  answe r two or all t hree choic e s . 
When this occurred, the score was det ermined by taking 
t he average weight. 
I "  
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Contact ( indirect) 
How often d o  you read newspapers?  
Never ( 1 ) 
Very s eldom (3) 
About once a week ( 5 ) 
Every day ( 7)  
How often do you read magazines? 
Never ( 1 ) 
Very s eldom ( 3 ) 
About once a month ( 5 ) 
More than once a month ( 7 )  
Do  you subs cribe to any newspapers? 
Y ___ N ___ - How many? ___ _ 
Do you sub s cribe to any magazines? 
Y ___ N ___ How many?_. __ _ 
How often do you l isten to the r adio? Do you own a radio? Y ____ N_ 
Never ( 1 )  
Very seldom (3) 
A few times a week ( 5 J 
Every day --c -1-) 
Hew often do you watch T.V . ?  
Never 
f!� Very seldom _ _
About once a month ( 5 ) 
Every day ( 7)  
How often do  you read b ooks ? 
Never ( 1 ) 
Very seldom ( 3 }  
About one a month ( 5 ) 
More than one a month ( 7 )  
1 How often do  you vis it your l ibrary? 
Never 
Very s eldom 
Once a month 
More than once a month ----
, How often do  you read BIA pub l ications? 
Never ( 1) 
Once in a while ( 3) 
Whenever one is availab�e {5} 
All  the time ( 7) 
Do you own T .V . ? Y ____ N ___ _ 
Do you have a l ibrary card? 
Y ____ N_. __ _ 
Not u s ed : No 1 1 hrary on  
P ine R idge Re s e rvat i on . 
•' 
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YOUR POINT OF VIEW ON A FEW BIG QUESTIONS 
What do you feel mos tly determines 
what a man will  achieve in this 
life? 
(1)
!1:
2 Accident or chance 
(2 )  3 His own p lanning and effort  
(3 ) 1 Des tiny directed by some 
higher power 
(4) __ something else 
What? 
----------
\.Jhat do you feel a man' s life is. 
shaped and guided by? 
(l)�Almost entirely by forces 
beyond his control 
(2 )_Mos tly by such for ces but 
cons iderab ly by h is own 
plans and wishes 
(3)_Mostly by his own plans 
and wishes 
(4)_Almost entirely by his own 
plans and wishes 
How much control do you think i t  is 
Eos s ible for man to  have over each 
of the fol lowing _ through resear ch 
and the application of new 
discoveries? 
Over the physical forces of nature : 
( 1 ) None --
(2 ) Very l ittle 
(3)  Fair amount 
(4) Great deal 
(5 ) Entire 
Over disease and illnes s :  
( l )  __ None 
(2) __ very l ittle  
(3 )  __ Fair amount 
(4) __ Great deal 
(S ) __ Entire 
c . 
d .  
e .  
4.  
5 .  
Over the economic system 
(1 ) None 
(2 ) Very l ittle  
(3 ) Fair amount 
(4 )  Great deal 
(5 )" Entire 
Over human relations : 
(1 )  None 
(2 ) Very little 
(3)  Fair amount 
(4) Great deal 
(5 ) Entire 
Over war : 
(1 )  None --
(2)  Very l i t t le 
( 3 )  Fair amount 
(4) Great deal 
(5 ) Entire 
Do you think the findings of science 
and al l  the chang es that have gone 
along with them have brought more 
or - less happ ines s to man? 
(l )�Much more 
( 2 ).J_gj_Some mor e  
(3 )
m
Makes little o r  no 
(4) - 1  Some less 
(5 ) - 2  Much les s  
differenc< 
How much purpose do you think ther e 
is in our exis tence? 
( 1) None at all ---
(2 )  May be  s ome, but doubt it 
(3 ) Feel there is s ome 
(4) Feel cer tain there is  a 
purpos e ·in our existence . 
% Que st ion s  with no we i ght ind i c ated· have t he same we i ght 
a s  the ir  spec i£ ic numbers . 
· •  
• 
. . 
ATTITUDES T0HARD H.ESERVATI0N AS A WAY OF LIFE 
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If either way were feas ib le which would you pr efer? 
a. Leave r eservation ! 3 l 
b . S tay on reservation ! i l 
Which is clos est to  the way you feel 
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
( 1 )  I would � leave .the res ervation under any circumstances . 
( 3 ) I would leave the reservation only if  things worked out s o  I 
could be sur e I wouldn' t  have to return . 
__ ( _5_) I would leave the res ervation r ight now, if  I could . 
t .  Suppos e some big indus try that could hire  na ny Indian people were t o  locate 
on or near this reservation, how would you feel about this? 
( 7 ) would be  a very good thing . 
__ (_5_) might be  good . 
( 3) you never can tell ab out these things 
( 2) Might be  b ad .  
( 1 )  would b e  very bad . 
� .  With whom do  you prefer t o  associate? 
( 1 ) Indi ans 
( 5 ) non-Indians -----------
( 3 )  makes no differ ence 
5 . Personal happiness is very important to m�s t  people, how do you feel about 
happines s in terms of l iving on the reservation 
( 1 )  I could not be happy any other place .  
( 3 )  I could learn to be happy if I left the res ervat ion . 
( 2 ) I would be happy outs ide only if I could be  with other Indi ans . 
( 5 )  I could b e  happy anywhere .· 
____ other ,  please specify _____________ _ 
6 .  Secur ity is als o  very impor tant t o  most  people, how do you feel about 
security on the r eservation . 
( 1 ) Indian p eople ' s s ecur ity can b e  found only 11itb other Indians 
and only on the reservation . 
,' 
-
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__ ,...( _$,.)_A man makes his o�m security 
___ (_3 ___ )_security can be found anywhere, but Indians feel more secure 
on the reservation. 
other . 
-----
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WHAT THINGS ARE MOS T 'IMPORTANT TO YOU? 
Pers ons dec iding whether to accept a par ticul ar j ob of fer or whether 
move to a particular connnunity frequently mus t  dec ide on wh� ch of the 
nditions 1 isted below are mos t important to them. If you had a choice ,  
lch 9 of  thes e conditions would be  mos t impor tant to you? Read down the 
st and p l ace an (X) in the firs t column to indi.cate the three which 
e you f irs t choices as being mos t impor tant . In the s econd column 
ace an (X) to indi c a te which would be the three next in import ance in 
e third column do the same for the next three . 
_ _ __ __ __ _, ___ ______ __ - �- - ------ - .. - --------- --- - -------- --... - --- - - -- -- -- --- -- ---- - -------
Good opp ortunity to have economic s ecur ity 
Good opportunity to have heal thy 1 i ving 
conditions 
Good opportunity to work hard and have a 
s teady j ob .  
Good opportunity t o  achieve pres tige in 
community 
Good opportunity t o  have many fr iends and 
good times 
Good opportunity to shar e what I have with re-
latives and fr iends . 
Good opportunity to live away from the complex!• 
ties of modern civil ization where I can live from 
day to day and not worry about the futur e .  
Good opportunity to learn the ways of  the 
non- Ind ian. 
Good opportunity to bring back the old 
way s  of  my peop l e . 
Good opportunity to do things that are new 
Good opportunity to learn more about the world 
Good opportunity to  have a new hous e with 
many rooms and al 1 the modern conveniences • 
36 
30 
33 
21 
9 
6 
12 
15 
3 
2 7  
18 
24 
24 
20 
22 
14 
6 
4 
8 
10 
2 
18 
12 
1 6 
12 
10 
1 1  
3 
4 
5 
1 
9 
6 
8 
2 
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